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This class explores the questions that arise when people cross borders, structured by conversations of citizenship. Who is
considered to be a member of a particular country? Under what circumstances should we prohibit people from crossing a
border? Should certain groups of people be afforded different types of rights? How should a country incorporate or assimilate
immigrants into the nation? To explore these questions, this class examines how the United States has responded to these
ethical, political, economic and social debates over citizenship. Specifically, we will study historical and contemporary motivations
driving skilled, undocumented, asylum, refugee, and guest work immigration; if and how the US has regulated and enforced
borders; the historical and normative evolution of patterns of assimilation, integration, and exclusion; regulation over pathways to
citizenship; current political debates about immigration and how immigration matters in our local communities.
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