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POLSC 3710 Human Rights
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Majors, Minors & Degrees:

Majors
Political Science (B.A., B.S.)

Minors
Political Science

Departments/Programs:
Political Science

This course explores the emergence and evolution of the contemporary human rights regime, in international, regional, and national
legal conventions. First, it will study the theoretical foundations of the idea of human rights in a variety of global contexts, current
conceptualizations of human rights, the legacies of these adoptions in both western and non-western traditions, and the meaning and
relevance of human rights for contemporary debates. Then, it will consider the shape and significance of the contemporary human rights
regimes, critically analyze the strengths and weaknesses of current human rights regimes, and explore the future of human rights
regimes in global politics. As a Writing Instructive course, students will engage with these conversations in a semester-long research
project, through which they use two cases to critically analyze human rights.
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